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Statement of Significance

1) Section 1. Brief history and description of the church building(s), contents, churchyard and
setting

The parish of Boyatt Wood was created in 1990 and the building of the new church adjacent to Crestwood
Community School in Shakespeare Road started that year. The first service held in the church was in
January 1991 and St Peter’s was dedicated on 12 April 1991.

It is a versatile modern building, consisting of the main worship area seating 160 people, a small chapel,
the meeting room which can be opened out to enlarge the worship area to accommodate 250 people, a
créche room, vestry, parish office, kitchen, toilets (including disabled) and boiler room for the gas central
heating. There is also a balcony for extra seating and storage cupboards. The building has easy
wheelchair access and the worship area has a "loop' system for the hard of hearing.

Photographs of the building exterior and interior are attached, as is the architect's plan from the most
recent quinquennial inspection report of 2016.

There is no churchyard.

2) Section 2: The significance of the church (including its contents and churchyard) in terms of:

i) Its special architectural and historical interest
ii) Any significant features of artistic or archaeological interest

As far as we are aware, the building is of no special architectural or historical interest, although it is the
only place of worship in the parish of Boyatt Wood, and the architecture is unique in the area. The only
feature of artistic interest is the wooden sculpture of the figure of Christ entitled "Lord of the Dance" by
Anthony Denning which is suspended in the sanctuary behind the altar.

3) Assessment of the impact of the proposals on the significance defined in Section 2

Sunday, April 12, 2020 4:28 PM Page 1



We believe that the proposal to install a modern LED TV screen in the worship area would not affect the
architectural, historical, artistic or archeological significance of the church building in any way. It would
however enhance worship by enabling the display of liturgy, hymns, songs and film clips visible clearly
throughout the main worship area.

During the development of this application it has been suggested that the installation of a TV screen in the
way we propose would adversely impact the symmetry of the worship area. While we accept this, we
believe that there are already degrees of asymmetry in the worship area which do not detract from
worship: for example, the positioning of the piano and organ, the sanctuary furniture (especially the Pascal
candle), the aumbry, and temporary projection screens.

The proposed size of the LED TV screen at 75" has also been queried. This is slightly smaller than the
temporary whiteboard screen we have been using with a digital projector. In addition we are keen that the
screen should be of sufficient size and clarity such that images are visible throughout the worship area.
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